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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 LAGOS 02605 021227Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-12 ISO-OO CAB-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
DODE-OO DOTE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 FAA-00 L-03 INRE-00 
SSO-OO PA-02 USIE-00 OC-06 CCO-OO WRDE-00 /057 W 

087910 021238Z/23 

O 021133Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6830 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY IMMEDIAETE 
AMCONSUL IBADAN IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL KADUNA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS LAGOS 02605 

BRUSSELS AND MONROVIA FOR FFL 


E.O 1 1/52: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, NI 

SUBJECT: NIGERIA ABISI S CRASH KILLS 18 

REF: 77 LAGOS 15036 

1 . IN DODAN BARRACKS PRESS CONFERENCE, COMMISSIONER FOR CIVIL 
AVAIATION, W. O ISIOGU, SAID THAT EIGHTEEN PEOPLE DIED AT ABOUT 
1340 MARCH 1 IN MID-AIR COLLISION BETWEEN NIGERIAN AIR FORCE 
MIG 21 AND NIGERIA AIRWAYS (WT) FOKKER F-28 WHICH WAS ON FINAL 
APPROACH PATH RO RUNWAY AT KANO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT. TWO 
VICTIOMS, PILOT AND FLYING TRAINEE, WERE ABOARD MIG. ALL 16 
ABOARD WT 561 TRAVELING FROM SOKOTO TO KANO ENROUTE TO LAGOS 
WERE KILLED. PLANES IMMEDIATELY CAUGHT FIRE AT SCENE OF 
ACCIDENT. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 02605 021227Z 


2. IZAICNOER MEETING WITH EMBOFF, O. OGUNBIYI, DIRECTOR, 
CIVIL AVIATION.DAIT THAT DETAILS PARA ON ARE ALL THAT 

NIGERIA PREPARED TO DIVULGE TO PUBLIC. IN RESPONSE TO 
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EMBOFF QUESTION, HE SAID THAT WT WOULD NOT WANT NATIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD ASSISTANCE WITH ACCIDENT INVESTI- 
GATION. FINALLY, OGUNBIY NOTED THAT THIS WAS NOT FIRST 
FATAL ACCIDENT BY WT, CITING CRASH IN 1969 OF A VC-10. 

3. COMMENT: IRONICALLY, THIS ACCIDENT OCCURRED JUST AS 
WT WAS BEGINNING TO RECEIVE NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR ITS 
BETTER SERVICE AND GENERALLY IMPROVED PERFORMANCE. AN 
EXAMPLE WAS FEBRUARY 9 EDITORIAL IN NEW NIGERIAN ENTITLED 
QUOTE REJUVENATION IN THE SKYPOWER UNQUOTE. HOWEVER, 
ACCIDENT IS NOT NECESSARILY ANOTHER INDICATION THAT WT IS 
AN UNSAGE AIRLINE AS SPECULATED PARA 12A REFTEL. AFTER 
OGUNBIYI MEETING, EMBOFF OVERHEARD ANOTHER SENIOR CIV AIR 
OFFICIAL SAY QUOTE I AM TOLD IT COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED 
WITH A LITTLE MORE CARE ON THE PART OF THE NIGERIAN AIR 
FORCE PILOT UNQUOTE. 

EASUM 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AIR SAFETY, MILITARY AIRCRAFT, AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 mar 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978LAGOS02605 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780095-0839 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978031 15/aaaadtwj. tel 

Line Count: 79 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 15e03dba-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LAGOS 15036 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3143351 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NIGERIA ABISI S CRASH KILLS 18 
TAGS: EAIR, Nl 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/15e03dba-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



